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A WORD FROM THE DIRECTOR OF THE 
ANALYTIC COMMUNITY

We are pleased to send out this monthly update summarizing some ofXjljtusbuƫtactivities during July.

The past month was dominated by the failed military coup in Turkey,the full impact of which remains to be seen. It is highly likely that
the events of July 15 will have a great effect not only on Turkey but also on its relations with regional playersƧas well as on the global
effort to combat ISIS. Despite suffering bitter defeats in Syria and Iraq, the terror group is continuing to target European civilians by
encouraging suicide attacks in major cities.

Thisnpouiƫtsummary thus presents key insights regarding the aftermath of the Turkey coup attempt, as well as the possibility of U.S.
containment of ISISin Libya.

As always,you are welcome to comment, suggest activities or share your insights with us.

Dr. Shay Hershkovitz
Chief Strategy Officer and Director of the Analytic Community



WIKISTRAT IN THE MEDIA

Washington Post Geopolitical Monitor

CNN

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/08/02/could-a-third-party-candidate-win-the-u-s-presidency-very-unlikely/
https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/russia-looks-to-egypt-to-boost-its-resurgent-presence-in-the-mena-region/
http://money.cnn.com/2016/07/12/investing/venezuela-crisis-oil-production-plunges/
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TURKISH COUP ATTEMPT: WHAT COMES NEXT?

TURKEY

Retribution has emerged as 
uif!nbousb!pg!Fsep˝bo!boe!ijt!
supporters. This could 
facilitate a convenient 
mechanism by which to 
suppress broader dissent 
instead of merely holding coup 
plotters to account. 

Dr. A. Kadir Yildirim
Senior Analyst, Wikistrat

Concentration 
of Power

Å In a notable act of defiance, a significant majority of Turkish citizens opposed
the coup attempt . This stands in stark contrast to previous coups. Nonetheless,
Turkish democracy is the most important casualty. President Fsep˝bo-as a
populist leader, thrives on mass support. The overwhelming rejection of the
coup plotters has offered Fsep˝bocarte blanche to do virtually whatever he
pleasesƧwhich he will take advantage of.

Å Fsep˝bonow enjoys a concentration of power unprecedented since Uvslfzƫt
transition to democracy. This is likely to irrevocably shift the dynamics of the
country.

Å The government will use this Ʈhjgufrom HpeƯ(asFsep˝boput it) to refashion the
military and other state agencies in accordance with the qbsuzƫtgoals,
eliminating opposition under the pretext of fighting a ƮqbsbmmfmtusvduvsfƯƧa
euphemism for the Gülen Movement. The suspension and detention of more
than 2,700 judges and prosecutors is indicative of this new order.

Å The Turkish parliament will quickly pass legislation to introduce a presidential
system Ƨif necessary, via referendum. Fsep˝boƫtdeclining popularity prior to
the coup attempt will reverse,securing the success of the reform.



TURKISH COUP ATTEMPT: WHAT COMES NEXT?

TURKEY

Rupture with 
the West

Å The Turkish government will face one less obstacle in pursuing its foreign policy
objectives. Military commanders had prevented adventurism in UvslfzƫtSyria
approach, pushing it to fall in line with American policy Ƨat least to some
degree.

Å Absent critical voices from the military, the Turkish government may engage in
action that undermines theXftuƫtSyriapolicy and the war against ISIS.

Å The Turkish hpwfsonfouƫtinsistence on FethullahHʽmfoƫtextradition from the
U.S. will further strain bilateral relations.

Å Uvslfzƫtlukewarm participation in the war against ISIS will be negatively
affected. More importantly, the Turkish government will utilize continued
American use of the Incirlik air base as leverage for Hʽmfoƫtreturn. Improved
relations with Russia and Israel likely affect Turkish calculations in this regard.

Unwilling 
Partner

Å There is a significant risk that Turkish foreign policy could swerve away from the
West to protest the U.S. and FVƫtlack of cooperation in and support for
PresidentFsep˝boƫtpolicy preferences.



TURKISH COUP ATTEMPT: WHAT COMES NEXT?

RUSSIA

The Devil You 
Know

Å Despite recent bitterness over the bombing of Turkish proxies in Syria and the
downing of one of Svttjbƫtaircraft, there has recently been a rapprochement
between Ankara and Moscow. Russia is ultimately relievedthat Fsep˝bosurvived,
as it believes it can work with him Ƨand also exploit his growing tensions with
Europe.

Å Had the coup succeeded,a military regime might have sought to win acceptance
from the WestƧespecially WashingtonƧby adopting a more cooperative stance
on Syria,which would have limited Nptdpxƫtability to exploit the conflict, or else
by challenging Russian positions in the South Caucasus.

Bad Example

Å Although the notion has been floated in some of the Russian press (including
state outlets), there has been no serious suggestion from Moscow that the West
was in any way responsible for the coup attempt . The Kremlin holds a strong
ideological line against violent and illegal regime changes.

Å Had the coup succeeded and had the West eventually been forced to accept the
new regime (as is likely), it would have been taken as one more example of the
West being supportive of (and often facilitating) the very kind of regime change
that has toppled Russian clients from Ukraineto Libya.

Gspn!uif!Lsfnmjoƫt!
perspective, this coup offered 
at best momentary 
schadenfreude in exchange for 
a long-term headache. 
Moscow fears instability on its 
southwestern flank Ƨand an 
Fsep˝bo!sfhjnf!)ftqfdjbmmz!
now that it has an excuse to 
tighten its grip on the country) 
offers at least that.

Prof. Mark Galeotti
Expert, Wikistrat



TURKISH COUP ATTEMPT: WHAT COMES NEXT?

GERMANY

Dsjujdt!pg!uif!FVƫt!Tpvuifso!
Gas Corridor (and supporters 
of Russia and Nord Stream 2) 
will use the coup and 
Fsep˝boƫt!sfbdujpo!up!ju!up!
rvftujpo!uif!FVƫt!jodsfbtjoh!
energy dependence on Turkey.

Dr. Frank Umbach
Senior Analyst, Wikistrat

Hfsnbozƫt!
Turkish 

Population

Å Germany must consider that the divisions among Turks regardingFsep˝boand
the coup do not end at the borders of Turkey; indeed, they likely extend into the
Turkish population in Germany(and other EUcountries).

Migrant Deal

Å These developments will intensify controversy within Germany regarding (and
also generally complicate) bilateral relations with Turkey, as well as the recent
migrant deal. The coup attempt will not decrease EU dependence on Turkey to
control migrant flows.

EU 
Membership

Å For the majority of Germans, Turkish EU membership is now even more
unrealistic after the failed coup and with more authoritarian policies already
underway within Turkey. However, Fsep˝bohad already drifted away from
interest in EU membership; this is indicative of an increasingly asymmetric
relationship as the EU becomes dependent on stable gas supplies through
Turkey via the TANAP-TAP pipeline network.



TURKISH COUP ATTEMPT: WHAT COMES NEXT?

NATO

An Internal 
Focus

Å Uvslfzƫtsecurity focus is likely to turn inwards over the near term as it seeks to
determine the scale of the coup and detain those responsible. This will negate
any major regional efforts Ƨthe authorities in Ankara will be too distracted with
securing their position to make ISISor Syria the priority.

Å Moreover, Turkey simply will not trust its armed forces with a major deployment
for a long time; the prospect of any major intervention in Syria, already unlikely,
has now become impossible to imagine.

Weaker NATO-
Turkey Ties

Å The failure of the U.S. and Europe to fully denounce the coup in its early hours
may be seen as a desire to hedge their bets. Indeed, Xbtijohupoƫtcalls for
ƮefnpdsbdzƯto be respected could be regarded as an attempt to bestow
legitimacy on the coupqmpuufstƫgrievances as much as a defense of theFsep˝bo
benjojtusbujpoƫtright to govern.

Joint membership in NATO 
has traditionally served to 
temper hostility between 
Greece and Turkey. Yet the 
arrival in Greece of some coup 
plotters, where they have 
sought political asylum, is likely 
to reignite tensions unless they 
are swiftly deported. NATO 
may have to devote more time 
and attention to Alliance 
cohesion than had been 
expected.

Dr. Jelena Petrovic
Project Manager, Wikistrat



TURKISH COUP ATTEMPT: WHAT COMES NEXT?

ISRAEL

Reformulation
of the Regional 

Equation

Å Turkey,Israel and Saudi Arabia are worried that the Assad regime is increasingly
strengthening its grip over Syria, and they fear Syria becoming a reinforced
Iranian spearhead backed by Russia.

Recently renewed bilateral ties 
between Israel and Turkey 
serves the strategic interests 
of both sides.

Dr. Shay Hershkovitz
Chief Strategic Officer, 

Wikistrat
Economic 

Interest

Å Israel strongly desires to utilize Turkey as a client and gateway to export its huge
gas reserves, as well as to expand bilateral trade (currently estimated at $6
billion a year). Turkey is interested in reducing its energy dependenceon Russia
and Iran, potentially by purchasing gas from Israel and becoming an energy
bridge for Israeli gas to the West.

Restraining 
Hamas

Å Israel believes that Turkey may be able to restrain Hamas and even become a
channel of communication with the organization Ƨ as well as a potential
investor inHb{bƫtcollapsing infrastructure.

Recent 
Agreement

Å The coup attempt will not affect the reconciliation agreement, which will be
approved this week by the Turkish government. It is beneficial for both countries
to reestablish strategic ties, as they increasingly share regional interests.



FOUR PATHWAYS FOR 
ISIS IN LIBYA



FOUR PATHWAYS FOR ISIS IN LIBYA

INTRODUCTION

As ISIS loses ground in Syria and Iraq, their attention has turned to building a new stronghold in
the Libyan city of Sirte. ISIShas been able to leverage the ongoing political instability to expand
into poorly governed areas and perpetrate attacks in major cities and against rival forces. Over
the last few months, the United States has been stepping up anti-ISIS involvement in Libya as
part of an overall anti-ISIS strategy, but it is vital to account for the fact that the conditions in
Libya are distinct from those in Iraq and Syria.

In May 2016, Wikistrat ran an online wargame to explore how the United States government
should respond to a range of future pathways for ISISin Libya and examine the U.S. response in
order to gain deeper insight into the dynamics, incentives and constraints at play in this highly
complex conflict .

The exercise involved some 100 analysts from 19 different countries, handpicked from
Xjljtusbuƫtglobal community of 2,500 experts. The participants were divided into four teams,
each of which simulated the decision-making process of the U.S. government under the
conditions of one of the four scenarios, which were plotted along an X-Y axis as seen in Figure 1.

Figure 1. Matrix of four scenarios along 
the axes of weaker/stronger and 

cautious/aggressive





FOUR PATHWAYS FOR ISIS IN LIBYA

STRATEGIC 
TAKEAWAYS

A Political Solution
Defeating ISISin Libya requires more than just a military solution. The conditions that allow ISISto existƧ
especially the political divisions in LibyaƧneed to be addressed to prevent thehspvqƫtexpansion.

Civil Institutions
If the two main factions in Libya are able to establish a relationship based on destroying ISIStogether, they
could use this unity to begin rebuilding civil institutions . This needs to be the focus of U.S. diplomatic
efforts .

European Partners
Unless the U.S. wants to goƮbmmjoƯwith strong military force and ground elements, it has limited influence
on the ground and should cooperate closely with Europeanpartners who are more intimately involved.

Most Effective
The effort to enhance border security, protect civilians and oil infrastructure, and pursue a program of
economic development (as opposed to institution -building) seems to have contributed to the in-game
success of U.S. anti-ISISpolicy in Libya.

Least Effective
The outcomes with the least success focused on social media campaigns against the group, worked to
build an international coalition that would take a decisive lead, and backed the Government of National
Accord while leveraging local forces and reaching out to pre-Gaddafi power-holders.




